Headquarters of Commander-in-Chief at Kovno
My thoughts turned to Rumania. She was the feather in the scales. We had to know what her attitude was. Had Rumania, even under pressure, joined forces with us, the Russian Army would have been outflanked. This offered great possibilities. If, under pressure from us, Rumania turned to the Entente, we should, at any rate, have known how matters stood. We could act without delay with the troops on the spot at the time.
The Quadruple Alliance was on the defensive in the Balkans and Asia Minor. Only south of Bagdad Field-Marshal von der Goltz was preparing to attack the English at Kut-el-Amara.
As a result of the evacuation of Gallipoli by the Entente, the position of Turkey was considerably improved.
I do not know what the Entente had in view for 1916 before the French Army was compelled to concentrate on Verdun. It appeared, and indeed it was only to be expected, that they were contemplating great offensives on all fronts.
The Russian advance into Armenia, which in the spring of 1916 led to the capture of Trebizond and Erzerum, was of no strategic value, and the Russians had no need to make any special effort. They held a more favourable position, and had great numerical superiority over the Turks.
The English operations in Persia, Mesopotamia and the Peninsula of Sinai were, on the same principle, not directed to the destruction of the Turkish Army, but aimed at territorial acquisitions for the British World Empire.
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The German offensive at Verdun in March led to the fifth Isonzo Battle. This Italian attack, therefore, took place long before the contemplated Austro-Hungarian^ offensive. It was once more unsuccessful.
The Russian Army also came on the scenes. The Russian attack in the second half of March against our Eastern Front was much more than an attempt at a relief offensive. It was to
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